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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/1/04 
has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 22-39 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject^ matter pertains. 
— Patentability-shallnotbe negatived by the mannerinwhich theTnvention wasmade. ~ 
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4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

6. Claims 22-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 5,889,473 (Wicks) in view of DE 195 06 890 (Constein). 

In -claims~22, 27-28 r arid" 39; "Wicks "teacftes of arf iriforrriatioh "system" foT 

supplying a predetermined region with information {col. 2, line 36-col.3line 2}, 
comprising: 
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a transmitter (10, 13, 14, 43) for transmitting information in digitally coded form 
{col. 4, lines 18-65}, 

hand-held device (15, 40) {col. 2, lines 29-35; col. 3, lines 3-27}, which comprises 
receiver (42) for receiving the information transmitted by the transmitter, 
a digital memory device (47) for storing the information received, 
a reproduction device (24) for reproducing the memorized information, in 

particularly acoustically and/or optically, and 

a navigation device that automatically determines the present information cell the 
hand-held device is located in, wherein upon determination of the present information 
cell, the stored information which is associated to events in the determined information 
cell is selected for reproduction by the reproduction device. 

Wicks do not disclose expressly a "navigation device". However, Wicks teach of 
giving directions and guiding a user doing tours on selected locations {col. 5, lines 10- 
15}. And the pager may provide maps to indicate the location of the user {col. 5, lines 
36-45}. Obviously, the system of Wicks has a navigation device forgiving directions and 
indicating the location of a user, to one of ordinary skill in the art. Alternatively, 
Constein, in the same problem solving area, teach of navigation systems such as GPS 
and GLONAS for the purpose of indicating a users location {Constein, abstract}. 
Constein teach that these navigation devices are desirable for guides and travelers on 
foot or in vehicles. Clearly, these navigation devices are desirable in the system of 
Wicks, and would have been obvious in the system of Wicks to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art, because it can be used give directions and indicate the location of a user, as 
taught by Constein. 

In claim 23, an information system according to Claim 22, characterized in that 
the transmission of the information from the transmitter to the receiver takes place more 
quickly than a subsequent reproduction by the reproduction device {col. 2, lines 17-29; 
col. 5, lines 23-30}. 

In claim 24, an information system according to Claim 22, characterized in that 
the information is multilingual {col. 2, lines 29-35; col. 5, lines 16-22}. 

In claim 25, an information system according to Claim 24, characterized in that 
the hand-held device comprises a selection device for selecting one of the languages in 
which the information is transmitted {col. 3, lines 10-15}. 

In claim 26, an information system according to Claim 25, characterized in that 
only the information which comprises the language selected by means of the selection 
device is stored in the memory device of the hand-held device {col. 2, lines 29-35; col. 
5, lines 23-30}. 
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In claim 29, an information system according to Claim 28, wherein the signal 
generators (13, 14) are formed by infrared transmitters and/or induction transmitters, 
each emitting a signal characterizing the location {col. 1 , lines 4-9}. 

Claims 30-34 and 36-38 recites a method for practicing the system of claims 22- 
26 and 28-29 and therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Claim 35 recites a method for practicing the system of claim 27 and therefore 
rejected for the same reasons. 

7. Claims 22-26, 28-34, and 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 6,313,735 (Higuchi) in view of US 5,889,473 (Wicks). 

In claims 22, 28-29, Higuchi teaches of an information system for supplying a 
predetermined region with information {see whole document}, comprising: 

a transmitter for transmitting information in digitally coded form {col. 1 , lines 48- 
52; col. 2, lines 40-45; col. 3, lines 6-15}, 

hand-held device (figures 2 and 15), which comprises 

receiver (1 , 2) for receiving the information transmitted by the transmitter, 
a digital memory device (1 1 ) for storing the information received, 
a reproduction device (8) for reproducing the memorized information, in 
particularly acoustically and/or optically, and 
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a navigation device that automatically determines the present information cell the 
hand-held device is located in, wherein upon determination of the present information 
cell, the stored information which is associated to events in the determined information 
cell is selected for reproduction by the reproduction device. 

Higuchi does not expressly disclose "wherein a region/service area includes a 
plurality of information cells (Wicks, 13, 14) {Wicks, col. 4, lines 18-37} and the 
transmitter is located in each information cell, and each transmitter transmits information 
which is associated to events which may occur in the respective information cell" 
{Wicks, col. 4, lines 59-65; col. 5, lines 1015, lines 24-30}. As evidenced by Wicks, 
these claim limitations are conventional {Wicks, col. 1, lines 25-30; col. 4, lines 28-37}. 
Since the strength of transmission from a pager is constrained by the battery power 
available to the pager, the information cells must be sufficient in number and distribution 
to receive pager transmissions. This is clearly desirable in the system of Higuchi for the 
multilingual pager of Higuchi to be used anywhere. Therefore, at the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a plurality 
of information cells in the system of Higuchi, for receiving tourist information (as 
claimed), as evidenced by Wicks, because the strength of transmission from a pager is 
constrained by the battery power available to the pager. 



In claim 23, the information system characterized in that the transmission of the 
information from the transmitter to the receiver takes place more quickly than a 
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subsequent reproduction by the reproduction device {col. 1, lines 48-52; col. 2, lines 40- 
45}. 

In claim 24, the information system characterized in that the information is 
multilingual {col. 3, lines 37-47}. 

In claim 25, the information system characterized in that the hand-held device 
comprises a selection device for selecting one of the languages in which the information 
is transmitted {col. 4, lines 17-30}. 

In claim 26, the information system characterized in that only the information 
which comprises the language selected by means of the selection device is stored in 
the memory device of the hand-held device {col. 4, lines 33-41}. 

Claims 30-34 and 36-39 recite a method for practicing the system of claims 22- 
26 and 28-29 and therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

8. Claims 25 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 6,313,735 (Higuchi) in view of US 5,889,473 (Wicks), and further in view of DE 
195 06 890 (Constein).. 

With regards to claim 27, Higuchi does not disclose a "GPS device". Constein, in 
the same problem solving area, teach of navigation systems such as GPS and 
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GLONAS for the purpose of indicating a users location {Constein, abstract}. Constein 
teach that these navigation devices are desirable for guides and travelers on foot or in 
vehicles. Clearly, these navigation devices are desirable in the system of Higuchi, and 
would have been obvious in the system of Higuchi to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
because it can be used give directions and indicate the location of a user, as taught by 
Constein. 

Claim 35 recites a method for practicing the system of claim 27 and therefore 
rejected for the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

USP 5,539,395 (Buss et al) is cited in that it teaches of a pager incorporating a 
Global Positioning System for identifying the location of a user {col. 2, lines 21-30; 
paragraph bridging cols. 5 and 6}. 

Examiner Contact Information 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William Bangachon whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-3065. The examiner can normally be reached on 4/4/10. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on (571)-272-3068. The fax phone 
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numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9314 for regular and After Final formal communications. The examiner's fax 
number is (571)-273-3065 for informal communications. 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



4700. 



William L Bangachon 

Examiner 
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